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preconditioned by their expectation that President Serge
Sargsyan's administration will speed up the rooting out of
the corruption, and will introduce a higher level of transpar-
ency in the government bureaucracy.

The remaining twenty percent expressed pessimism. Of
those pessimist citizens, nearly half expressed willingness to
re-evaluate their position if President Sargsyan carries out a
mere 25% of his plans presented in his acceptance speech
during the special session of the Armenian National Assem-
bly. The remaining ten percent stuck to their position in sup-
port of Ter-Petrossyan.

The overwhelming majority expressed dis-
approval of the riots and the actions of their
instigators, Ter-Petrossyan's supporters.

Soon, more details and photos will be fea-
tured in a future issue of the twin publications
of USA Armenian Life Magazine and Hye Kiank
Armenian Weekly.

Ter-Petrossyan:
Armenia's No. 1
National Security
Threat

An eyebrow-raising report has been recently
published in Hayots Ashkharh and `Golos

Armenii' dailies in Armenia. The report revealed that a secret
meeting and a set of negotiations between former President
Levon Ter-Petrossyan and the leader of `Grey Wolves' (`Na-
tionalistic Movement' Party) Alparslan Tyurkesh took place
in March 1993.  The Turkish ‘Grey Wolves’ are known for
their ferocious animosity toward the Armenians, Greeks,
Jews, Turkish Muslims, Assyrians, Iranians, Daghestanis,
Arabs, Kurds, and the Alevis.

Despite the uncovering of several important details of the
meeting in Hotel Grillon in Concord Square in Paris, several
others remain unknown.

12 years after that meeting, Turkish `Milliet' published
series of articles in March and April, 2005 regarding the con-
tacts and deals between Alparslan Tyurkesh and his son
Tughrul Tyurkesh and former Pres. Ter-Petrossyan and his
older brother Telman Ter-Petrossyan.

On April 12, Hayots Ashkharh wrote that according to

Armenia: A View From Yerevan
On April 5, I embarked on a journalistic mission to Armenia.
Besides attending the presidential inauguration of President-
Elect Serge Sargsyan, I had planned go solo deep into the
fabric of the Armenian society as much as possible. (Long
gone are the Soviet days when an individual like my self would
be "befriended" by a “guide” - most probably an undercover
KGB agent - from the long-defunct Soviet Intourist tourism
agency).

On several occasions, in early morning and during late
night hours, I ventured out onto the streets and into the taxis
all by myself.

I am glad that I kindly declined several invi-
tations by long-time friends to go to the numer-
ous tourist locales. I had decided that during
my one week of stay, alas very short one, I
would attempt to interact with as many mem-
bers of the Armenian society as possible.

By the end of my stay, I had already taken
23 short and very short (a few blocks-long)
taxi rides, striking a conversation with all the
taxi drivers that gave me rides. Thanks to the
moderate to heavy traffic in the bustling streets
and boulevards of Yerevan, those few blocks
of rides lasted long enough for me to delve into
meaningful brief "interviews."

Besides seeing a segment of old friends, I
met 45 new acquaintances. They included sev-
eral walkers-by, restaurant servers, shopkeep-
ers, bakers, students, senior citizens, office
clerks, actors, artists, teachers, some fellow journalists,
friends' friends and others.

Nearly seventy percent of my interlocutors were either
employed or self-employed. About twenty percent were un-
employed (The national unemployment rate is higher in the
regions outside Yerevan). And the remaining 10% were re-
tired citizens.

To their credit, most of my Armenian conversationalists
were very outspoken about their personal opinions even dur-
ing the presence of a "perfect stranger" like myself.

The initial question presented to them was "Are you opti-
mistic or pessimistic about the future under the president-
elect Serge Sargsyan?"

The following results are in no way a comprehensive pic-
ture of the social and economic of situation entire country.

Despite the fact that, overall, eighty percent agreed that
there several social and economic injustices, sixty eight per-
cent of them expressed guarded optimist. Their optimism was Continued on page 3


