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How Not to Study Military History ( “Once Again on the 
 of Identifying the Location of the Avarayr Battlefield in the District of Artaz”) 

Science

Abstract This article shows that the localization of the Avarayr battlefield and the reconstruction of the Persian army’s 
he 

formal appearance of scholarly apparatus, the author systematically departs from the basic methodological principles of 
historical and military-historical research, including proper engagement with sources, prior scholarship, and established 
standards of aca
In particular, the author lacks command of essential methodological tools for the study of military history, including the 
military thought and theory of the period, competent use of terrain maps, the consideration of the possibilities for the 
deployment of forces as well as the conditions for organizing marches along available routes, knowledge of the 
functions and purposes of field camps, the role and importance of military intelligence during military operations, and 
the proper use of military and military-his
Since at least the late nineteenth century, historiography has required explicit attribution to works in which hypotheses 
and conclusions were first advanced and substa rinci
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can scarcely be regarded as accidental and instead suggest an attempt to obscure and partially appropriate the extensive 
findings presented in Armen Ayvazyan’s book - –
(Yerevan is study reaffirms and further substantiates several principal 
conclusions of that earlier monograph, notably the identification of the Avarayr battlefield with Qaraziadin in Iran’s 

 
Keywords & phrases: localization of the Avarayr battlefield, route of the Persian army, military-historical 
methodology, principles of source analysis, academic ethics, historical critique, Aleksan Hakobyan, Armen Ayvazyan
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