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THE EVIDENCE

There is specific evidence on the demographic situation in Eastern Armenia, and particularly in Karabakh and Kapan in the 1710-20s. Thus, Vardapet Minas Tigranian, after completing his secret mission to Persian Armenia ordered by the Russian Tsar Peter the Great in 1716,
 stated in a report dated March 14, 1717:

Surrounding the Gandzasar monastery (i. e. in Karabakh), that [i. e. Gandzasar] patriarch has under his [religious] authority 900 villages, and these are big villages, with 100, 200, 300, 400 and more households.
 It is a five-day journey on packed horses from Gandzasar to the monastery of Echmiadzin, where the other patriarch resides (i.e. Catholicos of All Armenians). The latter has even more villages under his authority than the Patriarch Yesayi has, but he [i. e. Minas] does not know their exact number. ...Altogether, under the authority of these two patriarchs there are some 200,000 [households] of Armenians, the merchants and the peasantry.

On 5 November 1724, the Karabakh Armenian envoys made the following statement to the Russian court in St. Petersburg:

In Karabakh province alone, the Armenian nation, the military and all others, counts for 100,000 households; not counting the other Armenian province, Kapan, which is situated between Erivan and Karabakh... and the Armenian people of that Kapan province is more numerous than in Karabakh, and they are predominantly merchants.


Later, in their 25 July 1725 letter to Yekaterina 1, the Russian Empress (1725-1727), the Karabakh leaders mentioned that their smallest villages had from 30 to 50 households, and the biggest ones – up to 600 households.
 

THE ANALYSIS

1. While counting the population of Karabakh, one should remember that in the 18th century Karabakh included also some peripheral territories which, in 1923, were left out of the newly-drawn boundaries of the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast (NKAO). These Armenian territories were situated around NKAO's whole perimeter along the natural geographical border. These comprised Gyulistan (formerly Shahumian district of NKAO), Getashen (currently Chaykend), Getabek and Karahat (currently Dashkesan) regions to the north and north-west, Karavachar (Kelbajar) to the west as well as the southern part of the Dizak melikdom (currently, Hadrut district) lying to the south as far as the Arax river.  

2. If we take five souls as the smallest number for an Armenian household in the beginning of the 18th century, the entire population of what could be called “greater” Karabakh would be estimated about 500,000 souls in 1724.
 At the same time, it should be noted that a traditional Armenian household in the 17th-18th centuries often included 10, 20, and sometimes up to 30-40 souls.
 Nevertheless, we are of the opinion that when referring to their 100,000 households, the Karabakh Armenians took as the basis for their estimate an elementary unit of a traditional family rather than an entire traditional family. 

3. We are inclined to include into these 100,000 households living in Karabakh in 1724, the Armenian part of population of the city of Ganja (Gandzak) and the surrounding Armenian villages. Our point is that, during and after the Turkish army's unsuccessful attack on Ganja in October 1723,
 the majority of the population of Ganja, both Armenians and Muslims, abandoned the city. As the Armenian priest Alexander was writing from Shamakhi on December 20, 1723, already at that junction, almost all Armenians of Ganja had left for Karabakh:

...[after the Turks] captured half of the city, they plundered all the belongings of our Armenian nation, some of them were massacred, others -- driven into slavery. ...60 households were sent to Turkey. All others became refugees, unclothed and barefooted, and left for Armenian Seghnakhs (i.e. Karabakh and Kapan)...

According to a French-written document dated August 8, 1725, the outlying district of Ganja, which was captured by the Turks in 1723, was populated exclusively by the Armenians – faubourg des Armeniens.
 (It should be noted that there was also an Armenian population inside the walls of Ganja.) This faubourg of Ganja (in a contemporary document in Russian it is identified as armyanskiye slobodi za gorodom)
 is referred to by the Armenian priest as only "half of the city." However, historically, the part of a medieval city which lay outside the city walls usually had a population several times as large as the population inside the walls. Thus, for example, according to Jean Baptiste Tavernier, the famous French traveler, in the middle of the 17th century, Yerevan's fauxbourg was populated by 20 times as many people as those living within the city walls.
 According to the information provided by Israel Ori on September 22, 1699: "...all around that city [e. i. Ganja], there are [residing Armenian] Christians" ("...tout autour de laditte ville, se (=ce) sont des chrestien"). Evidence for the size of the Armenian population of Ganja is Israel Ori's intention to raise 15,000 Armenian soldiers from that city and the surrounding district.

Interestingly, the Armenian army stationed in Karabakh did not hesitate to send envoys to the retreating Turkish army, demanding an immediate release of all Armenian prisoners taken in Ganja. Having considered the poor condition of his troops after the Ganja setback vs. the crack and well-armed forces in Karabakh, Ibrahim pasha, Turkish commander-in-chief, promptly met this Armenian demand.
 Hence, those 60 households of captive Armenians from Ganja (see document cited above) also ended up in Karabakh. The mass movement of Armenians from Ganja as well as from other nearby regions into Karabakh, under the protection of Armenian troops, is confirmed by later sources as well: e. g. in 1726 only 5-6 Shiite Muslim families, and about 50 Armenian families remained in Ganja, while all the Armenian villages of the vicinity were completely abandoned.
 Thus, beginning from November, 1723, Karabakh became the shelter for the tens of thousands of Armenian refugees.

4. In the 1720s Karabakh and the adjacent Armenian mountainous province of Kapan were capable of raising an Armenian force of up to 50,000-60,000 soldiers
 (of which two-thirds were in Karabakh). A ratio of one soldier to 10 people is very reasonable for these two extremely militarized Armenian self-governing regions, facing and effectively resisting the larger Ottoman regular armies.
 Such a ratio also suggests that the Armenian population in “greater” Karabakh numbered about half a million.

5. If we take 315, the arithmetical mean from 30 and 600 – the greatest and smallest numbers of households in Karabakh villages mentioned by the Armenian leadership in 1725 (ARO, II, doc. 315, p. 249) – and multiply this figure by 900, the number of villages mentioned by Minas Tigranian in 1717, we will have 283,500 house​holds, or 1,417,500 souls for the entire population of Karabakh. 

If we take 250, the arithmetical mean from 100 and 400 – the greatest and smallest numbers of households in Karabakh villages mentioned by Minas Tigranian himself in 1717 (ARO, I, doc. 154, p. 370) – and multiply this figure again by 900, we will have 225,000 households, or 1,125,000 souls for the entire population of Kara​bakh. Undoubtedly, these are exaggerated estimations. However, they strongly support the reliability of the figure of 500,000 for the population in Karabakh in the 1710-1720s.

6. In 1783, the Gandzasar Catholicos Hovanes counted 30,000 Armenian households in Karabakh.
 This figure also corroborates the probability that there were 100,000 Armenian households in Karabakh in the 1710-1720s, because the Ottoman invasion and subsequent devastating internal fighting in Iran caused a catastrophic decline of Armenian population in Eastern Armenia. One well-informed Armenian leader said in 1792 that “during the reign of King Peter [the Great] (i.e., in the first quarter of the 18th century) the Armenians were ten times as many [as compared to the 1790s].”

CONCLUSION

We can conclude, therefore, that 500,000 people is a reliable approxi​mate number for the population of Karabakh in the 1710-1720s.
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